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IAU MADRID 

COURSE OFFERINGS – SPRING 2022 

 

INTERNSHIPS  

INT/SPA 341 

 
GLOBAL INTERNSHIPS 
This experience is designed to immerse students in a multicultural professional space. A 
special effort is placed on helping students develop the skills required to enter the 
professional world and navigate cross-cultural entrepreneurial environments. This 
hands-on experience is complemented by an academic component, which guides 
students through the experience and helps them strategically reflect on challenges, 
accomplishments, and personal and professional development. Students are 
intentionally placed based on interests and skillsets with the aim to build their 
professional network through industry-specific training. Students will need at least an 
intermediate level of Spanish to participate in an internship 

3 Credits 

 

ART / ART HISTORY 

ART/ARH 334 GREAT MASTERS OF THE PRADO 
The aim of this course is to make students familiar with the most relevant and 
internationally outstanding Spanish and European artists within the Prado Museum 
Permanent Collections. The course will help students to fully understand and assimilate 
art history fundamental concepts and movements such as Renaissance, Baroque, and 
Neoclassicism, with a specific concentration on Spanish masters such as El Greco, 
Velázquez, and Goya. Simultaneously, it will help students confront Spain’s and Europe 
most controversial history: from the dark Medieval Ages to the beginning of the 19th 
Century. 

3 Credits  

BUSINESS 

FIN 300 FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 
This course is an introduction to the main areas of corporate finance. Its focus is on 
developing an understanding of the tools and methodologies available to the financial 
manager for decision-making in capital budgeting, working capital management, capital 
structure and profit planning and control.  

3 Credits 

MGT 318 ORGANIZATIONAL BEHAVIOR 
This course focuses on the theory and application in the management of organizational 
behavior. It introduces students to key concepts and models of human behavior in 
organization and provides information about the essential and practical skills needed to 
be an effective manager and leader. Topics addressed include self-awareness, learning, 
motivation, stress, group dynamics, intergroup behavior, ethics, conflict, power, 
change, leadership, and cultural implications. Behavioral science concepts are applied 
through self-assessment, case studies, videos, and experiential exercises. Pre-requisites: 
Introductory Microeconomics 

3 Credits 

MGT 311 OPERATIONS MANAGEMENT    
This course is an introduction to the concepts, principles, problems, and practices of 
operations management. Operations Management is one of the key functional areas in 
any organization or company that deals with the production of goods and services. This 
course is concerned with the tasks, issues and decisions of those operations managers 
who have made the services and products on which we all depend. Emphasis is on 
managerial processes for effective operations in both goods-producing and service-
rendering organization. Topics include operations strategy, process design, 

3 Credits  
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capacity planning, facilities location and design, forecasting, production scheduling, 
inventory control, quality assurance, and project management. The topics are 

integrated using a systems model of the operations of an organization. Pre-requisites: 
Introductory Statistics, Introductory Information Systems & Introductory Calculus 

   
BUS 305 

GLOBAL MARKETING  
Exploration of basic knowledge of global marketing focusing on the impact of 
environment on the strategies used by firms and understanding of consumer behavior 
management as it relates to the development and implementation of global marketing 
strategies. 

3 Credits 

MKT 311 PRINCIPLES OF MARKETING 
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the important issues undertaken 
by marketers. Students will learn the language of marketing and the basic elements of a 
marketing analysis. Students will be able to identify, define, and examine the process of 
developing the components of the marketing mix, and explain how marketing managers 
use these components to gain competitive advantage within a socially responsible and 
ethical environment. Pre-requisites: Introductory Microeconomics & Introduction to 
Calculus 

3 Credits 

COMMUNICATIONS AND MEDIA STUDIES 

  COM 316 
 

MEDIA AND CONFLICT  
This course examines the role media play in the progression and public perceptions of 
conflict. Relevant topics will include media and military intervention, portrayals of 
protest movements, and news and entertainment coverage of crime, rumors, domestic 
politics, violence, and ethnicity. 

3 Credits 

  COM 317 COMMUNICATION AND GENDER 
This course examines gender as a cultural communication practice that simultaneously 
reflects and enacts the culture in which it occurs. That is, gender is positioned as 
something that we do—via communication— rather than what we are. In order to 
understand and consider critically gender as communication, this course examines the 
difference between sex and gender, the intersection of gender and culture, and 
theories of how we become gendered. We will examine the ways in which social and 
political meanings attached to gender are communicated in various cultural institutions, 
practices, and contexts; and we will also consider how issues such as identity, 
representation, race, sexuality, class, and power bear on gender 

3 Credits 

   COM 318 
 

INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION  
The main differences the course focuses on are nationality, race, class, gender and 
religion. Students will study and observe how different identities under those 
categories affect people’s perceptions of themselves as individuals, themselves within 
their groups, themselves within other groups, and how those perceptions affect the 
way they communicate and interpret messages. In response to the changes in the way 
we communicate due to communication, the course will also focus on the impact of 
technology on intercultural communication as well as the ways that different cultures 
utilize the various forms of social media platforms.  

3 Credits 

  COM 374 
 

CULTURE, GLOBALIZATION, AND MEDIA 
The main objectives of this course are to study the structure and characteristics of the 
international news media system, understand mass media’s role and influence in 
creating the world’s public opinion, and to review the evolution of mass media from the 
invention of the printing press to the arrival of internet. Students will also study the 
principal international news media systems as well as the future of mass media in our 
globalized society. 

3 Credits  
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ENGINEERING / COMPUTER SCIENCE 

ITS 250 
 
 

MICROCOMPUTER ARCHITECTURE AND ASSEMBLY PROGRAMMING 
This course providers an overview of computer systems, including assembly language 
programming, microprogramming, memory, registers, busses, and computer control. 

4 credits 

ITS 350 
 
 

DATABASE SYSTEMS 
   Basic concepts in database systems, including data manipulation language and data    
   definition language. The relational model and its implementation will be covered in  
   depth together with an overview of SQL. 

3 credits 
 

ITS 370 
 
 

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
This course is designed to provide an introduction to the specialized area of Artificial 
Intelligence. It is therefore suitable for students interested in pursuing studies or 
industrial work in intelligent or self-adapting/learning systems, or those wishing to gain 
a broad understanding of the state of the art and programming approaches used in this 
rapidly growing area. 

3 credits 
 

ITS 371 
 

OPERATING SYSTEMS 
   This course provides advanced Computer Science students with a foundational  
   grounding in the development, design, and use of Operating Systems (OS) in general. 
   While OS have significantly evolved over the past few decades, the foundational  
   components are still an important part of understanding and modeling OS  
   operations. In addition to understanding OS software specifically, students are  
   engaged with non-trivial and large-scale programming challenges, which include  
   creating a software product that simulates a working OS. 

3 credits 
 

ITS 401 
 

COMPUTER SECURITY 
This course provides an overview of network security and related topics. General threat 
classifications are discussed as they relate to the CIA triad: eavesdropping 
(confidentiality), man-in-the-middle (integrity), and denial-of-service (availability). We 
will discuss vulnerabilities as they manifest in standard TCP/IP network protocols and 
real-world attack incidents and implementations are used to tie concept to reality. 
Defensive technologies and techniques, including authentication/authorization, access 
control, segmentation, log/traffic monitoring, reputation-based security, and secure 
protocol (SSH, TLS, DNSSEC) usage are discussed and demonstrated.  

3 credits 
 

EEG 201 
 

CIRCUIT ANALYSIS II 
Sinusoidal steady-state analysis, sinusoidal steady-state power calculation, balanced 3-
phase systems. Mutual inductance and transformers, series and parallel resonance. 
Applications of Laplace and Fourier transforms to circuit analysis. 

3 credits 
 

MEG 320 
 

DYNAMICS 
Particle kinematics and kinetics of a particle in rectangular, cylindrical and normal-
tangential coordinates: projectile motion; relative motion using translating axes; work; 
conservative forces; conservation of energy; linear and angular impulse and 
momentum; conservation of momentum. Planar kinematics and kinetics of a rigid body: 
force, work-energy, and impulse-momentum. 

3 credits 
 

MEG 301 
 

MECHANICS OF MATERIALS 
The objective of this course are to learn the principles of mechanics applied to different 
materials and to develop problem solving skills through application of these principles 
to basic engineering problems. Specific topics covered in this class include: behavior of 
axially loaded members; torsion of circular shafts; stresses and deflections in beams; 
connectors in built-up beams; stress transformation under rotation of axes; principal 
stresses; triaxial stress and maximum shear stress; pressure vessels; and buckling 
behavior of columns. 

3 credits 
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MTH 150 
 

CALCULUS & ANALYTIC GEOMETRY II 
Methods of integration; applies calculus, elements of analytic geometry, improper 
integrals, sequences, and series. 

4 credits 

MTH 270 
 

ORDINARY DIFFERENTIAL EQUATIONS 
Ordinary differential equations (ODE's) and systems of ODE's. Existence, uniqueness 
and stability of solutions; first and second order ODE's; applications; the Laplace 
transform; numerical methods; systems of ODE's; solutions of linear equations with 
constant coefficients; qualitative results. 

3 credits 
 

MTH 350 
 

EXPERIMENTAL STATISTICS  
This course introduces key concepts in probability and statistics with engineering 
applications. Emphasis is placed on modeling variation in observations, characterizing 
its distribution, and making inferences with regards to quality assurance and control. 
Fitting multivariate models, experimental design and hypothesis testing are all critical 
skills developed in the course.  

3 credits 
 

HISTORY 

SPA/HIS 327 
In Spanish 

SPANISH CIVILIZATION AND CULTURE 
This course starts with a view of the Spanish history, and then examines the different 
cultures within Spain: Castilian, Catalan, Basque and Galician; focusing mainly on 
language, nationality, and political implications. The rest of the course will travel 
throughout the various aspects of the Spanish Civilization, understanding civilization as 
lifestyle and society (family, immigration, youth, economic crisis, politics…), and also the 
various artistic ways of expression (painting, architecture, literature, music and cinema). 
By using concepts from these various subjects, students will study how Spain changed 
from being a polarized country to an allegedly reference in the West 

3 credits 
 

HIS/POL 336 
 
 

POLITICAL HISTORY OF CONTEMPORARY SPAIN 
The object of this course is to analyze the principal institutions, actors and issues in 
contemporary Spanish government and politics. The course has four broad themes: 
first, the collapse of the Francoist dictatorship and its replacement by a constitutional 
parliamentary democracy; second, the key actors and institutions in Spanish 
government under democracy, third, the evolution of politics and policies in Spain over 
the last three decades, and finally, the nature of the country’s current economic and 
political crisis. 

3 credits 

LANGUAGE 

   SPA 101 BEGINNING SPANISH I  
Intensive practical introduction to Spanish for those with little or no previous study. 

3 Credits 

   SPA 102 BEGINNING SPANISH II   
Intensive practical study of more advanced components of the Spanish language for 
those who have completed the equivalent of one semester of college‐level Spanish. 

3 Credits 

  SPA 101 & 102 ACCELERATED BEGINNER SPANISH 
This intensive immersion language course taught abroad is designed for students who 
have studied little or no Spanish previously. The course moves quickly and requires a 
commitment to work on your Spanish (class, practice, and study time) six-eight hours a 
day without exception. This course provides insight into the interconnectedness of the 
fundamentals of language and its application to communication. In addition, in this 
course the linguistic and cultural tools acquired are reinforced and assimilated as well 
as used as a point of reference for further linguistic and cultural expansion. To varying 
degree attention is devoted to all four linguistic skills (listening, speaking, reading and 
writing). 

6 credits 
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  SPA 201 INTERMEDIATE SPANISH I  
Continued development of competence in reading, writing, speaking, and 
understanding spoken Spanish. Intended for students who have completed the 
equivalent of one year of college‐level Spanish.  

3 Credits 

  SPA 202 
 

INTERMEDIATE SPANISH II 
Continued development of competence in more advanced elements of reading, writing, 
speaking, and understanding spoken Spanish. Intended for students who have 
completed the equivalent of three semesters of college-level Spanish. 

3 Credits  

  SPA 300 
 

CONVERSATION 
A course designed for students who wish to enhance their command of spoken 
Spanish, including building vocabulary and expanding the use of more advanced 
grammatical structures. This course does not accept students who already have 
high intermediate or advanced oral proficiency in the language. A brief interview 
with the instructor is required for admission. 

3 Credits  

   SPA 301 ADVANCED GRAMMAR AND COMPOSITION   
This course includes a detailed review of Spanish grammar and a rigorous writing 
component which will allow the student to perfect Spanish composition skills 
through drafts, revisions, and final projects  

3 Credits 

SPA/HIS 327 
 

SPANISH CIVILIZATION AND CULTURE 
This course starts with a view of the Spanish history, and then examines the different 
cultures within Spain: Castilian, Catalan, Basque and Galician; focusing mainly on 
language, nationality, and political implications. The rest of the course will travel 
throughout the various aspects of the Spanish Civilization, understanding civilization as 
lifestyle and society (family, immigration, youth, economic crisis, politics…), and also 
the various artistic ways of expression (painting, architecture, literature, music and 
cinema). By using concepts from these various subjects, students will study how Spain 
changed from being a polarized country to an allegedly reference in the West. 

3 Credits 

  SPA/SOC 337 
   

SPAIN AND THE AMERICAS: A CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE 
This transatlantic and interdisciplinary course is designed with the objective of allowing 
students to delve into the cultural history of the relationship between Spain, the United 
States, and Latin America. The course will focus specifically on the contemporary 
period: from the mid-nineteenth century until the beginning of the twenty-first century. 
Contemporary Spain cannot be understood without making an approximation to the 
loss of its last colonies in America and Asia at the hands of the local bourgeoisie and the 
United States. The course will study different cultural representations of that war. The 
disaster of 98 not only marks the end of the Spanish empire, but will also begin a 
tumultuous century that will mark the current course of Spain. At the cultural level, the 
relationship between these regions profoundly influenced the different artistic 
movements and manifestations of the early 20th century, from modernism to the 
avant-garde. Likewise, the rise of authoritarianism and fascism in Spain will activate a 
constant exchange between Spanish, American and Latin American intellectuals 
(Hemingway, Dos Passos, Parker, Neruda, Vallejo). The Franco regime will send into 
exile a large part of Spanish artists and thinkers who will be of decisive importance in 
the cultural life of several Latin American countries (especially in Mexico, Argentina and 
the Caribbean). We will pay particular attention to this phenomenon. In the same way, 
we will focus on the different cultural manifestations produced in Spain that account 
for the relationship between Francoism and the United States: from their initial 
animosity to their later close collaboration. The last part of the course will focus on 
three different moments of the new Spanish democracy and the way in which they 
affected (and were affected by) the relationship between these three regions: a) the 
transition and the “Movida” (the way in which This new instance of Spanish culture was 
influenced by the United States and Latin America: from rock to beatnicks and popular 

3 Credits  
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culture); b) the phenomenon of 1992 (the Fifth Centenary, the Seville Expo and the new 
pro-European readings that were made from Spain to Latin America); c) the XXI century 
(the approach of Aznarism to the United States, the massive immigration of Latin 
Americans to the peninsula and the relationship between the “indignant” phenomenon 
and the Latin American “XXI century socialism”). 

LITERATURE 

LIT/SOC 349 BORDERS, MEMORY, IDENTITIES: CULTURAL REPRESENTATIONS OF CONTEMPORARY 

MIGRATIONS IN EUROPE  

This course offers an introduction to the different cultural representations of 
contemporary migrations into and within Europe.  The emphasis will be given to the 
study of the realities and their cultural representations of both emigration and 
immigration and the sociocultural and cognitive effects migration may have on  
migrants as well as on European citizens and national institutions.  Forced migration 
towards Europe has had a deep cognitive and emotional impact on the migrant 
subjects, shaping their individual and collective identity.  It has even disrupted not only 
migrants’ own conscience, but also the way that national governments in Europe and 
worldwide have perceived what now is referred to in the media as the refugee crisis.  
The main influx on non-European migrants has been mainly through: a) Greece and the 
Balkans countries, b) Libya and Italy, and c) the Spain’s African territories (Ceuta and 
Melilla) into Andalusia.  The extent that it is relevant, the textual and cultural 
representations of both emigration and immigration in Europe will be studies in relation 
to their historical and social backgrounds as well as from an interdisciplinary and an 
international perspective. 

3 Credits 

 

PHILOSOPHY 

PHI/POL 312 
 

ETHICS IN SOCIETY 
From the perspective of selected topical issues of politics and society, students will be 
encouraged to develop an enhanced critical awareness of how major political and social 
thinkers in the past have treated the relationship between individual and society. The 
course will thus include the study of prominent texts in moral and political philosophy 
(from Plato and Aristotle to authors of the twentieth century), but it will also aim 
directly to improve students’ analytical skills for understanding conflicts that commonly 
arise in the practice of citizenship, while also helping them to develop a finer 
appreciation the significance of social change and of cultural diversity, in an emergent 
global society.   

3 Credits  

POLITICAL SCIENCE / INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS  

PHI/POL 312 
 

ETHICS IN SOCIETY 
From the perspective of selected topical issues of politics and society, students will be 
encouraged to develop an enhanced critical awareness of how major political and social 
thinkers in the past have treated the relationship between individual and society. The 
course will thus include the study of prominent texts in moral and political philosophy 
(from Plato and Aristotle to authors of the twentieth century), but it will also aim 
directly to improve students’ analytical skills for understanding conflicts that commonly 
arise in the practice of citizenship, while also helping them to develop a finer 
appreciation the significance of social change and of cultural diversity, in an emergent 
global society.   

3 Credits  

POL/HIS 336  POLITICAL HISTORY OF CONTEMPORARY SPAIN 
The object of this course is to analyze the principal institutions, actors and issues in 
contemporary Spanish government and politics. The course has four broad themes: 
first, the collapse of the Francoist dictatorship and its replacement by a constitutional 

3 Credits  
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parliamentary democracy; second, the key actors and institutions in Spanish 
government under democracy, third, the evolution of politics and policies in Spain over 
the last three decades, and finally, the nature of the country’s current economic and 
political crisis. 

  PSYCHOLOGY 

PSY 328 

 

POSITIVE PSYCHOLOGY AND HAPPINESS 
This course reviews the history and key concepts of positive psychology and the 
contributions this new field has made to several traditional research areas in 
psychology. Areas of controversy (e.g., what is happiness, how should we measure it, 
what determines it, can and should we deliberately increase it) will be critically 
examined, with consideration given to conflicting viewpoints and their respective 
empirical support. Throughout the course we will also engage in experiential learning 
and practical exercises to increase well-being, which will inform our theoretical and 
empirical understanding of important questions in positive psychology. 

3 credits 

 

PSY 329 

 

PSYCHOLOGY OF GENDER 
This course will introduce learners to the psychological study of sex, sexual orientation 
and gender diversity through theories of identity development and research on issues 
that impact dominant culture groups and lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer 
(LGBTQ+) individuals and communities. This course will include a historical perspective, 
examining how views of sexual orientation and gender diversity have evolved and 
changed over time. Learners will develop a critical understanding of how psychology 
has approached the study of issues that impact contemporaneous conceptions of 
gender, as well as exposure to topics such as minority stress, mental health, coping, and 
resilience. A womxnist/feminist analysis of sociopolitical contexts will be integrated into 
the course in order to understand the unique positionalities of individuals who occupy 
minority status in terms of gender and sexual identities. 

3 credits 

 

PSY 332 
 

CROSS-CULTURAL PSYCHOLOGY   
This course offers an understanding of how culture influences our behavior from a 
cultural psychology perspective. Through the lenses of cultural psychology, we consider 
how embedded culture is in our lives, how vital a cultural perspective is in 
understanding the lives of others and the importance of a cultural lens in academic 
psychology. It is a unique opportunity for you to combine academic learning with 
personal development: understand the influence of your culture on your behavior, your 
intercultural interactions and your cultural adjustment during your study abroad period 
and eventually your personal and professional life on returning home. Being in a new 
cultural context while learning about cultural psychology promotes self-awareness and 
learning and brings many concepts to life. Development of cultural awareness, 
sensitivity and competence is facilitated.   

3 credits 
 

PSY 333 
 

ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY   
The purpose of this course is to give the student an opportunity to explore current 
issues in understanding and treating abnormal behavior. The course will provide an 
initial overview of history, perspectives, assessment (DSM), diagnosis and treatment, 
followed by an in-depth look at several disorders from a combined biological, 
developmental and cultural approach. The focus will be to achieve an understanding of 
the various ways that human behavior can be compromised and the various factors that 
affect our ability to adapt.  

3 credits 
 

PSY/BIO 360 
 

BIOLOGICAL PSYCHOLOGY   
The course begins with brief overviews of the structure of the central nervous system, 
basic principles of nervous conduction and synaptic transmission, neurotransmitter 
systems, and basic techniques used in biological psychology research. We will then 
review current knowledge on the biological substrates of a range of behaviors and 

3 credits 
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mental processes, including perception, memory, emotion, and sleep. The course will 
also examine the biological basis of a variety of neuropsychological disorders and forms 
of mental illness, including addiction, depression, and anxiety. Finally, the course will 
take advantage of its location in Madrid to understand biological psychology within a 
Spanish cultural and scientific context.  

PSY/MGT 363 
 

PSYCHOLOGY AND THE WORKPLACE 
Application of psychological theory/research to recruitment, personnel selection, 
training/development, job design, work group design, work motivation, leadership, 
performance assessment, and job satisfaction measurement. Industrial/organizational 
psychology is the application of the scientific study of human behavior and thinking to 
work organizations. I/O psychology is both an academic discipline and a professional 
discipline; thus, in this class we focus on the research and the application of research 
findings to practical problems in the workplace. I/O psychologists are concerned with 
the recruitment, selection, training, motivation, and job performance of individuals at 
work. They are also involved in issues such as teamwork, leadership, and job attitudes. 

3 credits 
 

PSY/BIO 377 
 

HUMAN NEUROANATOMY 
This course provides a broad introduction to the nervous system with an emphasis on 
the human nervous system. The course will introduce the structure and function of 
neurons, the main anatomical and functional units of the nervous system, and of the 
main functional systems. The nervous system complexity stems not only from a great 
number of neurons, but also from an enormous number of connections between them, 
which are organized into functional systems. Functional systems will be approached 
through an understanding of the anatomical circuitry. The fundamental concepts of 
neural communication will be introduced early in the course and re-examined relative 
to specific functional systems towards the end of the course. Although the course is 
centered on the normal nervous system, common disorders and pathologies will be 
introduced for each main topic. 

3 credits 
 

PSY 450 
 

PSYCHOLOGY AND RESEARCH 
This course aims to offer an opportunity for undergraduates to gain a meaningful 
research experience while earning course credit. The course has been designed to teach 
research theory because, as in all the natural sciences, ideas in psychology need to be 
critically evaluated using available research evidence. An emphasis will be placed on 
critical thinking to encourage students to exercise analytical, independent, qualitative 
and quantitative thinking with scientific concepts and not only to memorize the 
material presented in class. This is not a textbook course and students will be expected 
to read and discuss assigned readings, write reports, and listen to and give 
presentations about current research. 

3 credits 
 

SOCIOLOGY 

 SPA/SOC 337 
 In Spanish 

SPAIN AND THE AMERICAS: A CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE 
This transatlantic and interdisciplinary course is designed with the objective of 
allowing students to delve into the cultural history of the relationship between Spain, 
the United States, and Latin America. The course will focus specifically on the 
contemporary period: from the mid-nineteenth century until the beginning of the 
twenty-first century. Contemporary Spain cannot be understood without making an 
approximation to the loss of its last colonies in America and Asia at the hands of the 
local bourgeoisie and the United States. The course will study different cultural 
representations of that war. The disaster of 98 not only marks the end of the Spanish 
empire, but will also begin a tumultuous century that will mark the current course of 
Spain. At the cultural level, the relationship between these regions profoundly 
influenced the different artistic movements and manifestations of the early 20th 
century, from modernism to the avant-garde. Likewise, the rise of authoritarianism 

3 Credits  
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and fascism in Spain will activate a constant exchange between Spanish, American 
and Latin American intellectuals (Hemingway, Dos Passos, Parker, Neruda, Vallejo). 
The Franco regime will send into exile a large part of Spanish artists and thinkers who 
will be of decisive importance in the cultural life of several Latin American countries 
(especially in Mexico, Argentina and the Caribbean). We will pay particular attention 
to this phenomenon. In the same way, we will focus on the different cultural 
manifestations produced in Spain that account for the relationship between 
Francoism and the United States: from their initial animosity to their later close 
collaboration. The last part of the course will focus on three different moments of the 
new Spanish democracy and the way in which they affected (and were affected by) 
the relationship between these three regions: a) the transition and the “Movida” (the 
way in which This new instance of Spanish culture was influenced by the United 
States and Latin America: from rock to beatnicks and popular culture); b) the 
phenomenon of 1992 (the Fifth Centenary, the Seville Expo and the new pro-
European readings that were made from Spain to Latin America); c) the XXI century 
(the approach of Aznarism to the United States, the massive immigration of Latin 
Americans to the peninsula and the relationship between the “indignant” 
phenomenon and the Latin American “XXI century socialism”). 

LIT/SOC 349 BORDERS, MEMORY, IDENTITIES: CULTURAL REPRESENTATIONS OF CONTEMPORARY 

MIGRATIONS IN EUROPE  

This course offers an introduction to the different cultural representations of 
contemporary migrations into and within Europe.  The emphasis will be given to the 
study of the realities and their cultural representations of both emigration and 
immigration and the sociocultural and cognitive effects migration may have on  
migrants as well as on European citizens and national institutions.  Forced migration 
towards Europe has had a deep cognitive and emotional impact on the migrant 
subjects, shaping their individual and collective identity.  It has even disrupted not 
only migrants’ own conscience, but also the way that national governments in Europe 
and worldwide have perceived what now is referred to in the media as the refugee 
crisis.  The main influx on non-European migrants has been mainly through: a) Greece 
and the Balkans countries, b) Libya and Italy, and c) the Spain’s African territories 
(Ceuta and Melilla) into Andalusia.  The extent that it is relevant, the textual and 
cultural representations of both emigration and immigration in Europe will be studies 
in relation to their historical and social backgrounds as well as from an 
interdisciplinary and an international perspective. 

3 Credits 
 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES  
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REL 301 
 

PROBLEM OF GOD 
Questions regarding the existence of God and faith in God, are innately human ones. 
They lead us to further inquiry into the true meaning and value of our existence as 
free-willed individuals, living more deeply into the notion of God’s existence. To delve 
more deeply into the notion of God’s existence, is to probe our own purpose and 
value as humans. Judeo-Christian theology makes the claim that belief in one God 
(monotheism) brings meaning to life in and of itself. Why, and what is the sufficient 
evidence to make such a claim? Equally important are the non-theistic ways to endow 
the human creature with a meaningful life. How does the contemporary person of 
faith incorporate the scientific world view into a theistic paradigm? What are the 
primary developments in modern day knowledge and lived experience, that change 
and challenge our thinking about God in the 21st century? How do we reconcile the 
inconsistences and unsolved problems?  Facing such profound questions, requires a 
serious examination of the Biblical witness regarding the nature of God, revealed in 
the developing faith of the Jewish and Christian communities. Intellectual and 
spiritual light will also be drawn from philosophical and theological thinkers, whose 
writings have shaped Western monotheism.   

3 Credits 
 

  REL 312  
 

THE CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM: JUDAISM, CHRISTIANITY, AND ISLAM   
This course is a comparative study of the three Abrahamic religions; Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam.  It examines the shared aspects as well as the distinct elements 
of these religions, and shows that sometimes these traditions work together and 
sometimes they are at odds with each other.  The course first introduces the three 
Abrahamic religions emphasizing their common source.  Then it compares them 
along thematic lines, and finally it examines the way these three major traditions 
impact the modern West and the Middle East specifically.  Among the themes to be 
discussed are: Abraham, scripture and tradition, law, the creation, God, worship, 
mysticism, the house of God, the tradition of head covering, homosexuality, Jerusalem, 
and the end of times. 
 

3 Credits 

 


